FRENSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Marindin Hall, Frensham on Wednesday 14th April 2010 at 7.30pm.

Members

Cllr Millerchip (Chairman)
Cllr Reece (Vice-Chairman)

Cllr Davis
Cllr Morgan

Cllr Pointer
Cllr Carter

Cllr Segar

Mrs Shipton (Clerk)

Also present:- C.Cllr Harmer, PC Hawkes 15 Members of the public. 

The Chairman welcomed all present, to the seventh Annual Parish Assembly of Frensham Parish Council as constituted on 1st April 2003.  He introduced the Councillors and the Clerk.

Apologies:   

Cllr Pointer.

Approve Minutes

Minutes of the meeting of the 15th April 2009 having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed. 

Matter Arising from the meeting of the 15th April 2009

None.

Chairman’s Report 2009/2010

Welcome to the Frensham Parish Council Annual General Meeting -I trust you can all hear me and have a copy of the Agenda.

Firstly, I wish to thank all my fellow Councillors for their efforts during the year.

I am delighted to welcome our County Councillor, David Harmer, who will be speaking to you later.  Unfortunately, our Waverley Borough Councillors were unable, for various reasons, to join us this evening.

Our local Police representative, PC Rob Hawkes is also here tonight and will be delighted to discuss any particular concerns with members of the public after the meeting, in private if necessary.  Thank you Rob for sparing an evening to be with us.

It has been an eventful year for the Councillors undertaking throughout the year the usual tasks of representing the interests of the community.

The Planning Sub-Committee under the Chairmanship of Councillor Davis has been proactive in safe guarding the amenities of the village, although due to the present housing climate and Permitted Development relaxation orders, the work load has been slightly reduced.  In particular the development at ‘Daneswood’ has concerned the Council, it is being monitored closely.

The Village Design Statement has been formerly adopted by Waverley Borough Council and copies have been circulated throughout the Village.  A special vote of thanks to Councillors Len Davis and Jenny Carter for their efforts in getting this plan through.

In relation to the replacement Village Shop/Community Building, I am now able to report that all the major hurdles have been cleared with Arcadia and  the developers are forecasting work to commence on the site in the near future.  Initially the work will involve the clearing of the site, removal of the petrol tanks and decontamination of the soil.

The building programme will benefit from the timber framed design and construction, however, at this stage the completion date cannot be forecast.  The project will be monitored by Councillor Davis and myself in close consultation with the developers with the interests of the shop being in the capable hands of Mr Andy Barker.  

Regular progress updates will be made available on the Council’s notice board showing the progress of the project.  While I remember I would like to thank Cllr Carter for all her help in producing the Parish Newsletter, which is not an easy job.

Bulb planting on the A287 through the autumn by Councillors Segar has been clearly visible following the recent display of crocuses and hopefully later in the year varios wildflowers. 

The refurbishment of Hollowdene Pavilion roof and associated works have been completed during the year and some minor items are scheduled for this year to the roof in order to improve the appearance.  Sadly nobody has come forward regarding the replacement of the clock (as the Clerk reminds me, only time will tell!).

On Hollowdene Recreation Ground a number of seats have been replaced during the year following donations from various bodies including the Frensham Parish Council with the assistance of grant monies and Frensham Fayre.

In addition to the above, there are the ongoing items on the agenda for the coming year, including:-

a).
Playground equipment refurbishment and improvements together with surface treatment (headed by Councillor Reece).

b)
Rushmoor Traffic Calming Scheme (Councillors Morgan and Pointer).

c)
Traffic Calming to Shortfield Common Road in the area at the junction with Hollybush Lane (Councillors Millerchip, Davis and the Clerk).

d)
Shortfield Common wildlife project (Councillors Millerchip and Carter).

e)
The acquisition of the freehold interest in Shortfield Common (The Clerk).

g)
Village entry signs - the replacement Village signs for the A287 and B road (Rushmoor) have been agreed with Surrey County Council with production and erection forecast for the near future.  (Thanks to the Clerk for her efforts in this matter.)

On financial matters I am pleased to report there has been no increase in the Parish precept this year which is good news and reflects the Councils financial control over the year.  Special thanks to the Councillor Davis and the Clerk.

With reference to the Council Tax Bills for this year, it revealed that there is an increase in 1% contributable to Frensham Parish Council.  The complicated formula is used by Waverley Borough Council and arriving at the proportion attributed to the Parish Council.  Details are available from Waverley Borough Council and if any of the members of the public wish to take the matter then they are very welcome to phone Waverley Borough Council or talk to Cllr Davis. The non-audited end of year balance was available to all present and attached to Record Minutes
Finally, I am delighted our Clerk Kate Shipton has returned to keep the Council’s financial and other matters under tight control and as usual I would personally like to thank her for all her help this year.

Kate is still battling health problems and is not yet out of the woods, hence special thanks to her for her efforts during the year.  We are delighted to see you back.

Our Speaker this evening is Councillor David Harmer who is no stranger to the Village, as over many years he has taken a keen interest in Village activities, regular attender at our meetings and other functions, most important of all, has been instrumental in obtaining numerous grants for us for a number of projects to which we thank him most kindly.  Tonight he is going to talk to us about various matters, in particular those relating to the Community & Highways  which is particularly relevant at the present time due to the damage caused by the severe winter.  David has particular knowledge of financial matters for until recently he held the Surrey County Council Portfolio.

David will be available for questions at the end of his address.

Questions will also be available from the public at the end of the formal Agenda on Council matters.

Finally, the Councillors would be delighted if you are able to remain at the end of the meeting for light refreshments, however, do please remember an Officer of the Law is present!!

Charities Report –2009 

The Report as prepared by Mr Nick Harris Hon. Secretary to be attached to Record Minutes.
Presentation from the:  David Harmer, Surrey County Councillor
As well as being your County Councillor, I am the County Council’s nominee on the Board of Governors of the Foundation Trust of the Royal Surrey County Hospital and one of the County Councillors on the Surrey Police Authority. I will be happy to take questions on either of those as well as County Council matters.

40 years ago the issues facing County Councils were Education, Roads and the Rates, now the Council Tax. So what has changed? In the old days, two-thirds of the budget went on Education. Today the Government has taken over the responsibility for the funding of the running costs of Education, but the County Council remains responsible for funding school places. This will be a serious problem over the next few years as an increasing birth rate continues to hit reception classes. Surrey estimates that £148 million will have to be spent on new school places in the next four years. And only a tiny proportion of that money will be provided for Surrey and five other counties by the Government.

Whar suffers? Surprise, surprise, the budget that will be hit will be the Roads. The County Council has a choice of how to deal with damage to the roads. It can patch them, it can provide a medium-term fix, or it can do a proper reconstruction job. But for infant school places it has no choice. When the 31st child arrives at the reception classroom, a new classroom must be provided.

We, Mr O’Gorman and many of you, and myself, have been campaigning to get the road south of here properly re-surfaced, and we had got it on to the current programme list. You notice I use the past tense. A few days ago the Highways Department decided that the budget cuts and the impact of the snow problems would mean that a whole set of programme items would have to be taken out of the 2010/11 programme. Our item was for 1.25 kilometres , nearly a mile of road, from where they finished between the Great Pond and Bacon Lane up to about the Marindin Hall. Hopefully it will be reinstated in the following year’s programme, but no action seems probable for the next twelve months.

On the Council Tax, Waverley’s is going up 2.4%, the Police about the same and Surrey’s 2.5%. These are all the result of contractual arrangements which pre-date the financial crisis, and are the minimum that could realistically be achieved. We have also considered that for the next couple of years increases will probably have to be in the range of zero to one per cent.

Regarding the Royal Surrey County Hospital, concerns have been expressed about the sale of drugs which are in short supply. All the information available shows that by the time any drug was declared to be in short supply the Royal Surrey had stopped selling it. Concerns have also been expressed about alleged closure plans for the Child Psychology service. The information available shows that this is not the case, but in both these matters Governors will continue to scrutinise, to ensure that our information is accurate.

The main issue for the Police Authority has been the proposal, rather than the earlier plans to reduce the number of police officers in the face of budgetary pressures, rather to reorganise and as a result to increase the number of constables by up to 200.These would not all be beat police, but would include additional police working on investigations, covert surveillance, forensic work and other modern crime prevention techniques. As the criminals have become more sophisticated, so must the police. I was a member of a police committee 40 years ago, and many of the techniques used today by the police were unthought of then. But there will be more police on the streets, though we can’t predict at the moment where they will be deployed.

I’m happy to take any questions on any of these matters.

David Harmer

14.4.2010 

Questions from the Public

Mike Haytor asked about the Dockenfield traffic calming measures and why there were no signs.

DH said that policy is to reduce street clutter and Dockenfield Annual Meeting is next week where the matter might be discussed.

Brenda Campbell asked for an explanation as to the new traffic layout at the school. She mentioned that 2 new posts on the Green had been knocked over possibly due to the new layout.

DH said the reason was to protect the school. Extensive consultation was undertaken following a request from the school.

Colin Hall asked whether there was to be a new grass-cutting regime on Shortfeild Common.

MH said that some trees would be removed first then the grass cutting would be reviewed.

Guy Olden asked whether SCC are to pursue Statutory bodies for contribution towards road repairs.

DH said that if the Stat bodies did not replace the road back to the same condition then they might be charged. The problem is monitoring and SCC are now trying to be prosactive in this area.

Mike Haytor asked for the background on the Village Shop sign on the A287.

LD explained that the land belonged to SCC and an amicable solution was found soon a new sign would be erected.

MH continued by stating that there are areas within Waverley that have a proliferation of signage.

BM answered by saying that he will make enquiries at Waverley tomorrow.

DH said that years ago an area had a “Parish Lengthsman” who walked the parish and reported faults nowadays SC are reliant on 1 person and the public reporting holes etc. A reference number is allocated. Holes deeper than 4” should be fixed within 24 hours.

The Chairman then closed the meeting, and invited everyone to join him the Councillors for refreshments.

Colin Hall proposed a vote of thanks for the Chairman Mike Millerchip who had been doing an excellent job of Chairman for at least the last eight years.

There being no further business the meeting closed at: 8.40pm

Signed………………………………………………………..Date………………

NB. These minutes will be signed and approved at the Annual Assembly 2011.
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