FRENSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Marindin Hall, Frensham on Wednesday 15th April 2009 at 7.30pm.

Members

Cllr Millerchip (Chairman)
Cllr Reece (Vice-Chairman)

Cllr Davis
Cllr Morgan

Cllr Pointer
Cllr Carter

Cllr Segar

Mrs Shipton (Clerk)

Also present:- C.Cllr Harmer, PC Hawkes 25 Members of the public and a representative from the press. 

The Chairman welcomed all present, to the sixth Annual Parish Assembly of Frensham Parish Council as constituted on 1st April 2003.  He introduced the Councillors and the Clerk.

Apologies:   

Cllrs Morgan and Pointer.

Approve Minutes

Minutes of the meeting of the 16th April 2008 having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed. 

Matter Arising from the meeting of the 16th April 2008

None.

Chairman’s Report 2008/2009

Welcome to the Frensham Parish Council Annual General Meeting I trust you can all hear me and have a copy of the Agenda.

I wish to thank all my fellow Councillors for their efforts during the year and welcome a new member, Mary Segar, who replaced Gordon Haytree last year.

Since his retirement from the Council, Gordon has been seriously ill and I trust you will join with me in sending best wishes for a speedy recovery.

I am also delighted to welcome our County Councillor, David Harmer, thank you for joining us. Welcome to Frances Halstead of Surrey Wildlife Trust. Our local Police representative, PC Hawkes is also here tonight and will be delighted to discuss any particular concerns with members of the public, after the meeting, in private if necessary.  Thank you Mr Hawkes for sparing an evening to be with us. I am also pleased to welcome Corrine Larby from the Farnham Herald.

It has been an eventful year for Councillors; in addition to the usual Council business, the absence of the Clerk during the initial 6 months due to illness has been hard to bear!  This did result in significant additional work by some members of the Council, with special thanks to Councillor Len Davis in respect of the finances and budgetary control and to Guy Olden, a former councillor, for his willing support.

The Council has undertaken through the year the usual tasks of representing the interests of the Community:

The Planning Sub-Committee under the Chairmanship of Cllr Davis have been proactive in safeguarding the amenities of the Village, although due to the present housing climate and Permitted Development relaxation orders, brought in by this Government during October, the work load has been slightly reduced. The development at Daneswood has concerned us greatly, and we are still monitoring the situation closely. We are also strongly opposing the latest proposals for Daneshill.

WBC has finally adopted the Village Design Statement and its contents now constitute ‘Supplementary Planning Guidance’ - particular rules that developers should heed when building in Frensham. We are hoping to publish the full document. Preparation is well advanced and a publication date should be available shortly. A copy will be sent to all in the Parish.

The programme for the replacement Village Shop/Community building is still under review with the Parish Council in close contact with Arcadia, the Developers and the Landowners. Detailed Planning Consent was granted in September thanks largely to the very strong support from villagers and your Council. Arcadia are at present dealing with conditions relating to infra structure matters and the site acquisition.

We have recently been negotiating with Surrey Highways to replace the ‘Village Shop’ sign on the A287, and I am happy to report that this is going well and we expect a positive outcome. Later in the year Cllr Segar will be looking for volunteers to assist in cleaning up and planting the plot of land in question.

Refurbishment of the Hollowdene Pavilion has continued with the completion of the project to replace the double glazed windows and doors, followed by the recent re-roofing works.  Special thanks must be given to Cllr Davis and the Clerk in raising funds through successful Grant applications.  Also, particular thanks must also be given to County Cllr David Harmer who has put a great deal of effort into obtaining grants for the Parish Council over the past few years – thank you David! We are looking for donors to provide a more suitable, larger, clock to be placed on the new dormer section. If anyone is interested please will they talk to the Clerk afterwards. The grass cutting, tree pollarding and pest control on the rec has continued as usual.

You will probably have seen the replacement Notice Boards (environmentally friendly) and seats at Hollowdene, one donated by the Cricket and Tennis Clubs in association with the Parish Council and the other by the Clerk in recognition of the help given to her during her recent illness.

The activities of the Council have been published in the News Letters and on our website, where thanks are due to Cllr Jenny Carter for all her hard work in organising this.

Ongoing Items on the Agenda for the coming year include The Village Plan, Rushmoor traffic calming, Highway matters, a new Shortfield Common wildlife project (of which more later), renewal of the children’s playground and the usual liaison with the many Local Government Bodies.

Cllr Len Davis gave a résumé concerning FINANCIAL MATTERS. I am pleased to say that we were able to limit the increase in the parish’s precept to £1,000 – an increase of a fraction over 3%, equating to a rise of about £1.50 per household. I have to repeat the warning given last year concerning the so-call Compensatory Grant given to the parish by WBC to compensate us for the costs of providing the Hollowdene recreation ground, and of maintaining the Common areas. In other parishes Waverley provide these sort of facilities directly, hence the grant. However the whole system is ‘under review’ and WBC are looking to produce a fairer but cheaper solution! We expect that next year’s precept will therefore be significantly higher. The non-audited end of year balance was available to all present and attached to Record Minutes
Resuming, the Chairman said how delighted we all are to see our Clerk, Kate Shipton’s return after a devastating illness, which included 3 months in hospital.  I understand there are still ongoing problems which hopefully in time will be resolved allowing Kate to return to her ‘old self’!  Despite the illness she has continued to run the Council with particular help from your Cllrs and others.  I should like to note that Kate has now completed 20 years as Parish Clerk, even though you don’t look a day over 21 – thank you Kate.

Our Speaker tonight is Frances Halstead of Surrey Wildlife Trust, who will talk on a particular interest of mine, notably the Shortfield Common Environmental Project.  We look forward to your address later in the meeting.

Questions from the public are welcome at the end of the formal agenda on Council matters and to our Speaker at the end of her talk.

Finally, the Council would be delighted if you are able to remain at the end of the meeting for light refreshments.  

Charities Report –2008 

The Report as prepared by Mr Nick Harris Hon. Secretary to be attached to Record Minutes.
Presentation from the:  Surrey Wildlife Trust - Speaker : Frances Halstead

The talk focused on the proposed ‘wildlife corridor’ on Shortfield Common and issues relating to the Surrey Wildlife Trust. (Copy of the talk attached to Record Minutes).

The Chairman, Cllr Mike Millerchip gave an overview on the proposed Shortfield Common Project:

The Common comprises of woodland, common land, small copse and the old pound, which is an area approx.20’x100’ between Aston Vean and Shortfield House. The whole area is overgrown and FPC with local volunteers wishes to tidy it to create an area for wildlife. Currently FPC cuts the common twice a year after the wildflowers have seeded. The woodland needs attention as Holly is taking over, but we do not wish to make the Common into a parkland. The copse requires thinning and the edges of the area are being eroded in certain places. Surrey Wildlife Trust will give advice and a survey needs to be undertaken before anything begins in earnest. The village and volunteers will be kept informed via noticeboards, newsletters and the website.

Questions from the Public
Mike Haytor asked whether the Millbridge finger post would be renovated.

Cllr Len Davis replied that the matter was in hand with SCC as the owners of the Listed monument and therefore responsible for its maintenance. Surrey Highways had agreed to rubbing down the sign in preparation for re-painting and signwriting. FPC would arrange for the work and send the invoice to SCC for payment. Other road signs were being replaced in partnership with Surrey Hills. For information WBC are responsible for place name signs and SCC for directional signs.

David Lyons asked if the Village Design Statement was on the website, and was told it was.

Chris Thayer was interested in the timescale of progress for the new Shortfield Wildlife project?

Cllr Mike Millerchip said that the first task was a survey in conjunction with of Surrey Wildlife Trust. He also advised that £2,500 balance of public funds from Millennium, activities would be used for a seat beside the VE Oak Tree on the Common next to the Legion with surrounding area cleared and parking of cars stopped.

Guy Olden asked where the £10,000 S.106 monies have gone for the Hollybush area.

C.Cllr David Harmer replied that the traffic scheme and monies would be discussed at a meeting tomorrow, which he will report back via the Clerk.

Dot Othen asked that the hedge be trimmed back in Wire Cut. It was agreed to place this on the worksheet of the Highways’ Small Works gang. After discussion Cllrs decided to investigate the ownership of the hedge, with help from C.Cllr David Harmer.

The Chairman then closed the meeting, and invited everyone to join him the Councillors and PC  in refreshments.

Cllr Len Davis proposed a vote of thanks for the Chairman Mike Millerchip who had been doing an excellent job of Chair for at least the last eight years.

There being no further business the meeting closed at: 8.40pm

Signed………………………………………………………..Date………………

NB. These minutes will be signed and approved at the Annual Assembly 2010.
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