FRENSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Marindin Hall on Wednesday

18th January 2006 at 7.30pm.

Present

* Cllr Millerchip (Chairman)
* Cllr Morgan (Vice-Chairman)

* Cllr Davies
* Cllr Shimield

* Cllr Reece
* Cllr Olden

* Mrs Shipton (Clerk)

* = present    a = apologies received

Also present C.Cllr D Harmer, Mr C Hall and a representative from the press.

Crispin Scott introduced himself, the National Trust Property Manager of West Wield, based in the Witley Centre and managing 5,000 acres of mainly heathland. The purposes of his visit was to give members an update on regarding Frensham Common; the Trust manage the Little Pond and surrounding 35 hectares, and own the Big Pond which is leased to Waverley BC.

He explained the current position of staffing levels at the Little Pond, brought about by restructuring and retirement. Andrew Storey will be Head Warden and Max Cussack will manage Frensham, they will develop a Conservation Management Plan for the area with the assistance of Tony Grant, which may include part of the Big Pond.

Current issues are : car parking, access, creation of more wetland, reduction of the beach area and water problems. The Parish Council’s input and opinions are valued and a walk with discussion will be arranged in the near future.

With no Ranger living on site options have to be considered for the Pond Cottage.

Members were invited to ask questions.

Concerns were expressed at the absence of a live-in Ranger onsite at the Little Pond. Assurances were given that there would always be someone available to contact and if the situation was an emergency then the relevant Services should be contacted. The idea of ‘sharing’ staff in a partnership with Waverley will also be explored.

The Chairman thanked Crispin for attending and said that Members welcomed positive and constant liaison, and looked forward to the offer of a walk as a useful exercise in keeping informed.

Apologies

None

55/05  Disclosure of Pecuniary and other Interests.

No members, in relation to any items included on the agenda for this meeting, disclosed any interests which are required to be disclosed by Section 94(1) of the Local Government Act 1972; and in accordance with The Parish Councils (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2001.

56/05  Approve minutes

Minutes of the Meeting of the 16th November 2005 having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed. 

57/05  Approval of cheques and Financial Matters

a. As circulated prior to the meeting the cheques for November & December 2005 were approved and signed. (Agreed that these be emailed to Councillors in future)

b. The Meeting accepted and noted the current budgets to 31st December 2005. 

c. Agreed to pay the annual payment to SCC Pension fund of £150 employers contribution 2006/07

d. Deferred until the March 2006 meeting - the fund transfer of the Millennium account to undertake village project as agreed. Minute 28/04 (e) refers September 2004.

58/05  Precept Requirement 2006/07

Approval of the Precept was proposed by Cllr Davis and seconded by Cllr Olden and unanimously agreed: that £27,500 be requested of Waverley for the 2006/07 Frensham Parish Council Precept.
Recommended at the Finance Meeting held on 19th October 2005. Minute F06/05 refers subsequently ratified at Council on 16 November 2005 Minute 47/05 (c) refers.

59/05  Planning Applications

a. As circulated prior to the meeting the Council accepted the Minutes of the Planning Committee. Cllr Morgan requested that the Planning Committee considers the WBC decisions, which disregard local views. (8th February 2006).

b. Parish Plans – Vital Villages – Cllr Davis had no update. It was agreed that this item be removed from Council Agenda and placed on the Planning Agenda.

60/05  Recreation Ground.

a. Cllr Olden explained the reason why the windows have not been ordered, due to disagreements concerning the colour. Following Minute 22/05 some consultation took place with members of each club, at that time the general consensus was for light oak. 

i. It was unanimously agreed that the Pavilion windows be light oak.

ii. Resolved to place an order for the front pavilion windows      (phase 1) £6356 with a contribution from the Bowls Club

iii. Resolved to seek SCC Local Fund Allocation to enable additional doors/windows to be replaced if grant application is successful.

Cllr Olden said that installation would start about March. Members thanked C.Cllr Harmer for his assistance in supporting the grant application.

b. Cllr Millerchip reported on the progress of the Pavilion patio. He explained that the clubs had adhered to all the requirements, appointed a contractor and work was in progress. The scheme including tarmac paths and disabled access should be completed by the end of February.

Resolved that Parish Council earmarked fund of £3,000 be released for this project upon satisfactory completion. (Cllr Millerchip to confirm)

c. Members discussed the grass cutting for the recreation ground for the forthcoming 3 year period. Resolved that due to the urgency the Clerk in consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair proceed to obtain best value.
d. Members noted the monthly Playground report from Mr Bonner. 

e. It was agreed to hold a Recreation Ground Sub-Committee Meeting on Wednesday 15th February 2006. Cllrs Millerchip and Olden with the Clerk to attend. (All Members to receive Agenda’s & Minutes for this advisory sub-committee – decisions to be agreed in Council)
f. Cllr Olden gave a report regarding the Lime trees in Hollowdene Recreation ground. WBC Arboricultural Officer had inspected the trees and given an opinion. He advised that some reduction was required. (Report attached to Record Minutes). Resolved to obtain 3 estimates for the work and write to the owner of the adjoining property informing him of the proposed action.
g. Letter requesting permission for the Frensham Fayre 17th June 2006, usual format but in addition a dog agility show. Members asked that the dogs be kept on leads when outside the show arena. It was noted that the dog Association provided a copy of their liability insurance. Resolved to agree to their request subject to satisfactory receipt of ‘Conditions of Use’ form.

61/05  Community Building Project (Village Shop & Post Office & Parish Office)

a. Cllr Millerchip said that the detailed planning application was ready to be submitted to Waverley on Friday. He said that this followed public consultation, a display in the shop, all details on the web site and a meeting with Planning Officers with all responses being favourable. The Next Village Shop Committee Meeting 23 January 2006.
b. Cllr Davis gave an update on the funding aspect for the Community Building Project.  He said that he had found out that day that Defra (Rural Enterprise Scheme) would only fund up to £100,000 if the application were successful. As the Onyx LandFill Tax Grant would only be £50,000, this presented a large shortfall on the approximate requirement of £300,000. Members discussed other options including public subscription, other areas of large grant making bodies and the possibility of applying for a Public Works Loan (PWLB). It was agreed that Cllr Davis with Cllrs Morgan and Reece liaise on these issues and hold further discussions at Planning 8th Feb due to the urgency of the matter.

62/05
Proposal for a Community Space In Rushmoor.

Cllr Morgan said that he had approached the owner in writing with a formal offer of £6654 to purchase an acre of land and awaited a reply. Cllrs Millerchip and Morgan had had a productive meeting with Planning Officers regarding an outline proposal. Cllr Millerchip has drawn ‘concept plans’. 

63/05
Councillor’s attendance at meetings/seminars/etc.

a. Noted the next SCC Local Committee in Waverley 27 Jan.2006 Haslemere Museum. Cllr Morgan may attend.
b. Cllr Morgan and the Clerk agreed to offer to become part of WBC Pre-implementation Trial of Alternate Weekly Collection.

64/05
Newsletter and Web Site

Members agreed to postpone this issue for further input as new items may need to be included – to discuss at Planning 8 Feb. (First Responders/Rushmoor Project/Shop & funding/Annual Assembly/Meeting dates etc.)

 www.frensham-pc.gov.uk Cllr Shimield agreed that he would give the Councillors and the Clerk more training on adding items to the site etc.

65/05  Traffic Calming Issues

a. Cllr Morgan advised that he anticipated he would have a definitive document written for Council adoption as Policy by March.

b. Members noted the HCC Highways works at Alice Holt/Bucks Horn Oak/A325

66/05  Parish Council Meeting Dates 2006/07
a. The 2006/07 timetable was agreed as circulated. (Attached to Record Minutes).

b. Members considered a Speaker for the Annual Assembly 19th April 2006. It was agreed that the Village Shop project should be included and C.Cllr Harmer to outline his role as our SCC Cllr representative.

67/05  Items for the Next Agenda

Councillors should be prepared, when requesting an item for the next agenda, to provide and circulate relevant paperwork outlining their item prior to the meeting.

Question from the public.

Cllr Davis asked C.Cllr Harmer on an update relating to Frensham Parish Council’s highway matters.

C.Cllr Harmer advised that due to staff issues in the Highway Dept. there had been little progress. Mr Simon Hall has now been appointed and a general agreement has been made whereby ‘SCC will not agree to anything unless it can be delivered’. Four large schemes, including the Hindhead Tunnel, in Surrey have had to be dropped due to lack of contractors because of work to the 5th Terminal and the Olympic buildings. He anticipated a Plan for next years work would be ready in April including the request for Frensham’s traffic speed limits review to be given high priority.
He further informed the Meeting that currently SCC will not be relocating offices from Kingston to Woking due to various issues including having to save £50 million cost cuts and staff reductions.

He announced that a Consultation paper on Waste incineration sites is likely to be available soon.

Signed…………………………………………………………..Dated…………

Meeting ended at: 9.40pm

Next Parish Council Wed. 15th March 2006 7.30pm Marindin Hall. 

Next Planning Committee Wed. 8th February 2006 7.30pm British Legion.

Recreation Ground Sub-Committee Wed. 15th February 2006 7.30pm Pavilion.
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