FRENSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Marindin Hall, Frensham on Wednesday 19th April 2006 at 7.30pm.

Members

Cllr Millerchip (Chairman)
Cllr Morgan(Vice-Chairman)

Cllr Olden
Cllr Reece

Cllr Davis
Cllr Shimield

Mrs Shipton (Clerk)

Also present:- C.Cllr Harmer, 25 Members of the public and a representative from the press.

The Chairman welcomed all present to the third Annual Parish Assembly of Frensham Parish Council as constituted on 1st April 2003.  He introduced the Councillors and the Clerk.

Apologies:   

B. Cllrs Hibbert and Bate 

Approve Minutes

Minutes of the meeting of the 20th April 2005 having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed. 

Matter Arising from the meeting of the 20th April 2005

None.

Chairman’s Report

The Chairman, Cllr Mike Millerchip said that he hoped all parishioners had read the recent newsletter which was also available on the Parish website (www.frenshampc.gov.uk)  He said that despite Councillors’ best efforts, the Parish precept (our share of your Council Tax bill) continues to increase. The charge for 2006/07 (increase of £4,500 on last year) which is £27500 and equates to approximately £40 per household per year. Although all our costs continue to edge upwards, most of this rise is due to our ever-increasing number of projects, including replacement windows on the sports pavilion, saving for the planned community space in Rushmoor, relocation/refurbishment of the children’s playground, and planning for the new community building/shop. The Parish Council remains committed to protecting and enhancing the quality of life in our beautiful parish, whilst keeping a firm grip on all expenditure. 

He reminded the meeting that Frensham only has six Councillors, which means that there is much work to be shared during this busy time with many issues and projects underway, including:

The Community Shop – this year has seen planning permission achieved for the new site and major fund raising effort are underway. 

The Pavilion – improvements are underway to replace the old metal windows with new double glazed units. Also the improvements to the patio have been completed allowing disabled access to the pavilion. The bowls and tennis clubs are currently extending their areas in the pavilion making more space for the ever-increasing numbers wishing to use our modern facilities.

Rushmoor Community Space – this project is currently being worked upon but when it comes to fruition it will provide a sense of space and place, and provide links and liaison between Rushmoor and Frensham. It is hoped that residents of Rushmoor will assist and join in with the project.

The Newsletter and Website – with a regular three newsletters per year, and a frequently updated website, the Parish’s communications have never been in better shape, giving all Parishioners information on the work we undertake on your behalf. Cllr Millerchip urged everyone to visit the website and invited all the villages’ clubs and societies to advertise/link to this well-designed site.

This is just a flavour of what your Parish Council work on and all the Parish Councillors also continue to work and lobby on issues like traffic calming and planning.

He gave appreciative thanks to our local County Councillor, David Harmer, who attends all our meetings and has supported the parish by generously giving grants contributing to, new computer, website, bowls extension and pavilion windows. He also works tirelessly on highway matters for our area, and we are very grateful.

The Chairman thanked all the Councillors for their work undertaken voluntarily within the Parish and their strong professional assistance, particularly during this last year, as there are many projects underway. He thanked his Vice-Chairman, Bryn Morgan with whom he liaises on a regular basis concerning all the Parish projects, management of the Council and his tireless work with other Councils on our behalf. He thanked all members of the public who in different ways help to make the community a better place to live and work and without whom many of our projects would remain unfinished.

In conclusion he thanked the Clerk for her knowledge and outstanding assistance in all matters relating to the Council.

The Vice-Chairman, Bryn Morgan expressed thanks to the Chairman for guiding us through an exceptional year with many projects and problems.

Charities Report –2005/06 

Cllr Millerchip said that, due to the sickness of the Charity Chairman, this report was not yet available, but that it would be circulated with the minutes of this meeting.

Report attached.
Mr Nick Harris Hon. Secretary

The Work of a Surrey County Councillor

The Chairman introduced County Cllr David Harmer, who gave a lively and interesting talk on the work of a County Councillor and how this impacts on Frensham, with particular emphasis on highway matters. The full text of this talk is attached.

The Chairman thanked C.Cllr Harmer for his very lucid presentation.

Update on Progress on the Frensham Community Building/Shop 

The Chairman introduced Cllr Len Davis, who gave the meeting a informative update on progress to-date on the design, planning and funding of the proposed new Community Building. The full text of this talk is attached.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Davis for his talk, then invited questions from the public and offered refreshments following the meeting.
Questions from the Public
· M. Hayter – missing street name plates. A - suggestions to be sent Parish Council who can list and approach WBC.

· P Shipp – concerns over anomalies with speed limits in the parish ie Kennel Lane 40mph & derestricted on A287. A – a review of FPC speed limits by SCC is anticipated shortly; all parishioners were urged to lobby the County Council on this matter.

· S Davey – pressed for speed cameras on the Rushmoor ‘straight’ as the Police currently do not enforce the limit as it is not ‘reasonable’. A – Parishioners must lobby the Police for enforcement; the Council need evidence and support from locals. Suggestion from C.Cllr Harmer – purchase interactive signs via a consortium (with other Parishes) with some financial assistance from the County. Agreed to discuss further in Council.

· Speed Watch – an explanation was given as to how the project might work with volunteers operating speed guns and recording data; please register interest with either County.Cllr or local Parish Cllr.

· ?  - query over the crossing to the proposed community space, need for solid white lines, larger signage & ‘Village’ signs, prefer to see the money allocated to flashing speed signs than a community space.

· C Fordham – many car crashes occur – all data must be sent to the Police for logging, more evidence needed. A. Possible flashing advisory signs or/and volunteers to gather evidence of speeding.

· C Thayer – all local parishes should get together and make a complaint to pressurise Police for local action. 

· I Milne – how crucial to the village is the shop? + are you satisfied with the Business Plan? A. – In the recent parish survey the shop was seen as vital by 95% of respondents. The shop is viable and can cover the costs of larger premises. Running costs should not significantly increase and the committee are working on improving sales by a possible 20%.

There being no further business the meeting closed at: 9.15pm

Signed………………………………………………………..Date…………………

NB. These minutes will be signed and approved at the Annual Assembly 2007.
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